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Education plays a fundamental role in American society. Here we take a look at school 
enrollment, costs and educational outcomes. How does school enrollment today compare 
with 1970, when the baby boom generation was in its prime years of school attendance 
(age 6 to 24) and made up 90 percent of all students enrolled in school? What do people 
earn with a college degree? How much do we spend on schools? The American 
Community and other Census Bureau surveys provide us with the information to answer 
these and other valuable questions. Education statistics are vital to communities in 
determining funding allocations and guiding program planning. 
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Source: US Census Bureau, 1970 Census of Population. American Community Survey ?010 
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Source: US Cenau3 Bureau, 1970 Census of Population. American Community Survey 2010 
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Students start school 
earlier and spend 
more time in school. 
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In 2009, about 61 percent of 
the children attended a full-day 
preprimary program, compared 
with 17 percent in 1970. 


Source: US Department of Education 
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In 2010, women 
outnumber men in 
higher education. 
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Source: US Census Bureau. 1970 Census of Population. American Community Survey 2010 
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Source: US Cen8U3 Bureau, 2010 Annual Survey of School System Finances 
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Source; US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2010 
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Source: US Census Bureau, 1970 Census of Population, American Community Survey 2010, 
2010 Annual Survey of School System Finances, US Department of Education 





